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SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL 
CONGRESS, BERLIN, 1899. 

Bureau of the Acting Committee. 

90 zlmmerstrasse, berlin, sw. 

January, 1899. 

SUGGESTIONS REGARDING THE WORK OF THE CONGRESS. 

The Acting Committee of the Berlin Meeting desiring to enhance 
the value and efficiency of the International Geographical Congress 
in general and of the Berlin Meeting in particular, begs to submit 
to representative scholars of geography and cognate sciences some 
suggestions regarding a regulation of the mode in which proposi- 
tions and motions presented to, and approved by, the Congress may 
be treated with the view of attaining practical success. Its mem- 
bers ask their fellow-students kindly to consider these intirfiations 
and to declare their opinions on them. 

1. 

A review of the subjects treated at previous meetings, as well as 
of those which from the London Meeting are likely to be transmit- 
ted to that of Berlin, appears to show that within the sphere of 
operations devolving upon geographical congresses generally the 
following categories may be distinguished : 

A. The reading of papers, or the delivery of discourses, on the 
results of scientific work or travels, or on geographical topics which 
may be otherwise of general interest; 

B. The discussion of propositions relating to the international 
introduction of homogeneous designations and methods within the 
whole range of geographical sciences ; 

C. The deliberation of suggestions referring to the interna- 
tional execution of practical tasks either by geographers alone, or 
together with representatives of other departments of science. 

2. 
The subjects to be 'treated by the Berlin Congress are subdi- 
vided among the following groups, noticed already, with a slight 
difference of wording, in the circular of invitation, viz. : 

I. Mathematical geography, Geodesy, Cartography, Geo- 
physics ; 
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II. Physical geography (Geomorphology, Oceanology, Cli- 
matology) ; 

III. Biogeography ; 

IV. Anthropogeography (Industrial, Commercial, and Political 

geography; Ethnology); 
V. Topical geography, Travels of exploration ; 
VI. History of Geography and cartography ; 
VII. Methodology, School geography, Bibliography, Orthog- 
raphy of geographical names. 

These groups are meant primarily to mark the scope and the 
limits of the matter which may be treated. It is not intended to 
arrange sections corresponding to them, but special conferences 
may be held with reference to one or another of these groups. 

3- 
For the Berlin Congress there have been hitherto announced : 

A. A few discourses relating to the results of the De«p Sea 
exploring expedition conducted by Mr. Chun, and to travels in 
Central Asia and Southern Africa. 

B. Several propositions relating: 

i st, to international homogeneousness in the methodical treat- 
ment of various subjects, such as the problem of the tides, the sig- 
natures on maps, the nomenclature and delimitation of oceans and 
seas, the apposition of the scale to every map, the mode of arrang- 
ing meteorological tables, etc. 

2d, to the general introduction of centesimal standards of meas- 
ures and scales, of reckoning the meridians from o to 360, and the 
hours from o to 24. 

Another proposition, which takes in view the introduction of an 
international orthography of geographical names, has been submit- 
ted at Berne and discussed in London, whence it is likely to be 
transferred to the Berlin Meeting. 

C. Suggestions for joint international work : 

1st, in collecting materials of every kind referring to floating 
ice, to earthquakes, to the utilization of arid lands, etc. ; 

2d, in the exploration of the Antarctic regions; 

3d, in the systematical exploration of the oceans. 

4th. A suggestion, dating from former congresses, and which is 
again to be discussed at Berlin, refers to the execution of an inter- 
national geographical bibliography. It appears that this will be 
finally disposed of at Berlin. 

5th. Another important subject, dating from the Meeting of 
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Berne, is Prof. Penck's well-known project of the construction of 
a Map of the World on the scale of i to ioooooo. It is to be hoped 
that this scheme will be presented to the Berlin Meeting in an 
advanced stage. 

4- 
The full list of subjects already announced as to be submitted to 
the Berlin Congress shows that propositions and suggestions play a 
prominent part, and it is likely that the number of either will con- 
siderably increase. As the Acting Committee, however, does not 
consider it advisable to overcharge the program of the Congress 
with matter insufficiently prepared by incorporating into it every 
idea or proposal brought forward by one single individual, it has 
drawn up the following regulations: 

a. For papers and discourses the rules will apply which are laid 
down in the circular of invitation. 

b. Every proposition or suggestion should be presented in writ- 
ing before June 1st, 1899. It should be attended by a short exposi- 
tion of the motives on which it is based, and be seconded by at 
least one other person of scientific standing. 

c. Every motion adopted for discussion should be introduced at 
the Meeting by the proponent, and he should be assisted by a second 
reporter. 

d. When a practical task is proposed, a statement of the ways 
and means, which may appear likely to lead to its accomplishment, 
should be joined to the accompanying motivation. 

e. All communications referring to subjects which are desired 
to be treated by the Congress will be delivered for registry and 
examination to a Scientific Subcommittee. 

f. The report of this Subcommittee will as a rule be decisive for 
the drawing up of the program of the Congress by the Acting 
Committee. 

5- 
It appears to be one of the most important and most difficult 
problems of the International Geographical Congress to give effi- 
ciency to resolutions which it has passed, by devising means for 
putting them into practice. A number of suggestions of more or less 
value have been submitted to every meeting. So far as they could 
not be disposed of by a simple vote, each of them has generally 
been entrusted for further deliberation to a committee specially 
appointed for the subject. Only in a few instances, however, the 
widely dispersed members of these committees appear to have met 



154 Seventh International Geographical Congress, Berlin, 1899. 

and consulted during the interval of time between two meetings, 
and many a valuable suggestion has therefore been either aban- 
doned, or reproduced in an unaltered state. 

The meetings of the Congress are evidently too far apart as to 
allow suggestions of acknowledged importance to be carried into 
practical effect, if this is made dependent on deliberations restricted 
to the assemblies themselves. It should therefore be taken into 
consideration, whether means and ways may be found for sufficiently 
promoting important suggestions during the long intervals of time 
so as to allow them either to be presented to the next meeting in 
an advanced stage, or to be carried into practice at once. This 
applies more particularly to great practical tasks submitted to the 
Congress and accepted for promotion by formal resolution. 

The Meeting of Berne has already made an important step for- 
ward by resolving that the Bureau of each meeting shall remain in 
function until the next assembly, in order to watch the carrying 
out of the resolutions passed. 

But another step in advance of even greater weight may be 
made. Each Congress ought to authorize its Bureau, conjointly 
with a Permanent International Committee (or, if found more con- 
venient, the latter alone), to take such measures as these bodies 
shall deem fit for carrying into effect those tasks for which the 
Congress has resolved to engage itself, as has been done with 
admirable success by the International Geological Congress with 
regard to the construction of the geological map of Europe. Sub- 
committees, specially elected for every single task, may be en- 
trusted with the practical work, while the Bureau and the Perma- 
nent Committee should have the power to provide for the required 
means, and if it should not be possible to create a working fund in 
any other way, to apply in the name of the Congress to the govern- 
ments of States for financial assistance. Funds will be required, in 
the first instance, for rendering possible the conferences of the com- 
mittees by providing for the travelling expenses of their members, 
and, in the second place, for instigating practical work. 

The endeavors of the undersigned Acting Committee to accom- 
plish this object would be considerably relieved if Members of the 
Congress would kindly express their opinions as to the feasibility 
of this scheme and, at the same time, would indicate ways and 
means to carry it into practice. The Committee would then be in 
the advantageous position of being able to lay before the Congress 
propositions approved beforehand by scientific authorities. 

It is requested that communications and remarks referring to 
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papers to be read, or to suggestions and propositions to be pre- 
sented, or to any subject whatever noticed in this circular, may be 
sent to the address of the Seventh International Geographical Con- 
gress as early as possible. 

The Acting Committee, 

Georg Kollm, F. von Richthofen, 

Secretary- General. President. 



